
SUMMER  2007                                                                                                                 Since 1969

I have had a very good breeding season with my red 
white bar Fairy Swallows. I hope everyone else has had a 
similar year.  The time has come to get these youngsters 
into condition for the shows. I have included a few pic-
tures of some member's young birds in this bulletin.

We now have a ballot for the members to vote for the 
club officers for 2008/2009. Please take the time to vote 
and return the ballot to Tim Starr:  Also on the ballot be 
sure to vote for the annual meet location and judge for the 
annual meet. 

We have had some judges unavailable for the shows.  
Please note that Bill Griebel is the only judge available for 
the Detroit NPA Grand National event and the only judge 
available for Iowa State Show in Des Moines. Hans Schipper 
is the only judge available for the Pageant of Pigeons in 
San Bernardino, CA. Please keep these limitations in mind 
when voting for Annul meet location.

There are more fun items from Ross Dobson in the bulletin. 
Thank you to Ross for these contributions.

Message from the Editor
Gary Romig

I hope you all had a good breeding season. This time of 
year is fairly slow for correspondence from other mem-
bers.  Many things going on vacations, etc. 

In this newsletter we have the nonminations so we will 
have to vote on officers and where our annual meet will 
be held as well as judge. There maybe some issues with 
our judges as they may only be able to attend certain 
shows so please make sure to look at that so you are not 
voting for a site that a certain judge may not able to attend.

Our band sales went well this year as we sold all of the 
muffed bands and were only left with about 100 clean leg 
bands. I have placed the same order for next year being 
2500 muffed bands and 1000 clean leg bands. It looks like 
next year we will not be able to get the metal bands. There 
was a problem with the supplier of the metal bands. I 
know many members were glad to get the metal bands for 
this year. Membership is down a bit as we have lost a few 
members.

Message from the Secretary
Elliot Yeske

Blue White barred Fullhead Swallow Art By Gary Romig Black Spangled Fullhead Swallow Art By Gary Romig



It is hard to believe that another breeding season has 
gone by. Where does the time go?  Hopefully, everyone has 
raised a few good ones.  It is time to start getting ready for 
the show room.  I want to touch on a couple of things I 
noticed during last year’s show season.

First, we need to do a little better job with our show 
entry forms.  Members are entering birds under all sorts of 
names (for example, clean leg swallow, Thuringer swal-
low, spot swallow, etc.)  What happens then is the show 
secretary puts the birds in all kinds of different classes in 
al different places in the show room.  It can get confusing 
if they don’t know swallows.  Something we have done at 
Louisville (NYBS) is to use a number system.  Following is 
an example:

 
1. Silesian Swallow (Saxon wing pigeon)
2. Fairy Swallow (Crested Saxon wing pigeon)
3. Fullhead Swallow (Saxon swallow)
4. Clean Leg Spot Swallow (Thuringer wing pigeon)
5. Clean Leg Fullhead Swallow (Thuringer swallow)
6. Tiger Swallow (Bohemian Tiger swallow)

This should help with the confusion. Simply send this 
out with the entry sheets.  I, personally, don’t think we 
are ready to change to the German wording yet.  But, it is 
something we might consider in the future.

Second, the show coop size has become an issue.  The 
coops have been on the large size at Louisville lately and 
the one drawback is the way the water cups were set 
up--they were being knocked over easily.  Also, it is a little 
harder to catch and handle the birds in the larger coops.  
At Des Moines, we had the opposite.  The birds were in 
small, four hole coops.  By the end of the show, the birds 
tails and muffs were all frayed.  I felt we didn’t give the 
birds justice in the smaller coops.  You couldn’t get a good 
look at the birds.  They weren’t allowed to show from 
their cages.  When we are the member in charge of a local 
show, we need to consider coop size.  Of course, it de-
pends on what the host club has to offer us as well as take 
into consideration the appropriate size coop.

Message from the Editor
Gary Romig

United Swallow Club 
Financial Report
Feb, Mar, April, May, June, July 2007

Beginning balance:                               2671.46
Income:
     From bands and dues                                       759.75
Expenses:
Gary Romig (newsletter and awards)                     430.03
Refunds from band orders                                        23.70
Bob Jones ( band order)                                          905.00
Monthly checking service chgs                                18.00

Current checking balance:                    2573.73    

Baby Black Spangle raised by Perry Mueller

Young Red White Bar raised by Gary Romig

Message from the Vice President
Perry Mueller

Group of Bohemian, Silesian And Reiserflugle Swallows

Art By Gary Romig





Albrecht, Rich
4295 Boone Rd.
McAlester, OK 74501
918-423-8497
Albrecht@direcway.com
01/08

Albrecht, Joe
2746 Homeyer Rd.
North Tonawanda, NY
14120
716-693-8358
01/08

Aultman, Mark
976 Hulaco Rd.
Arab, AL 35016-4469
MEAULTMAN@FUQUAOSBORN.com
01/07

Bailey, Frank
21506 E. Lost Lake Rd. 
Snohomish, WA 98296
360-668-1371
frankbailey@verizon.net
01/08

Baker, Herbert
3313 Wayne Center Rd.
Lyons, NY 14489
dandd55@eznet.net
01/08
Junior Member

Baker, Richard
3313 Wayne Center Rd.
Lyons, NY 14489
dandd55@eznet.net
01/08

Ball, Steve
6379 Jamieson Ave. 
Encino, CA 91316
s4nature@aol.com
01/08

Beals Jay
274 Chickadee Circle
Highgrove, CA 92507
909-788-7606
jwbealsbeals@yahoo.com
01/08

Benson, Robert E.
5 Fareway Dr.
Northfield, MN 55057
507-645-7230
01/08

Besaw, Patricia
P.O. Box 181
Pelham, NH 03076
PatriciaBesaw@aol.com
01/08

Best, Horst
Birkenhof
65812 Bad Soden/Neuenhain
Germany

Bitter, Allen
3251 Rose Hill Rd.
Skaneateles, NY 13152
allentogg@aol.com
01/08

Brown, Larry
7413 S 53rd St.
Omaha, NE 68157
01/08

Burkart, Klaus 
Teichstr. 34
04626 WeiBbach
Germany

Cook, Mahlon
295 Bridge St.
Corning, NY 14830
01/08

Dauner, Georg
Hoherweg 6
87700 Memmingen-Eisenburg
Germany 

De la Nuez, Goerge
2350 Del Mar Way
Apt 103
Corona, CA 92882
georged@prodigy.net
01/08

DeClement, Ron
11179 Olde Princess Anne Rd.
Princess Anne, MD 21853
01/10

Dobson, Ross
1408 Boyd St.
Cornwall, Ontario
K6J 1X1
Canada
613-938-2869
RSMJJDOB@aol.com
01/09

Griebel, Jr. Bill
3610 Whitestone Dr.
Pearland, TX 77584
blueblackbar@yahoo.com
01/08

Griebel, Sr. Bill 
12032 Rio Hondo Pkwy.
EL Monte, CA 91732
626-448-8565
griebel@worldnet.att.net
01/08

Hankey, Jeffrey
8615 Villa Crest Dr.
St Louis, MO 63126
jjhankey@scglobal.net
314-791-1791
01/08

Hendricks, Kerry
225A NE 40 Rd.
Great Bend, KS 67530
khendricks@ruraltel.net
01/08

Hetzel, Bill
1921 Stine Rd.
Peninsula, OH 44264
Billh1921@hotmail.com
01/08

Holloway, David
30255 NW Evergreen
Hillsboro, OR 97124
01/08

Hornung, Ted
820 Wisconsin St.
Oswego, KS 67356
hornung@oswego.net
01/09

House, Norm
1915 138th

Dorr, MI 49323
616-681-0057
Norm_House@msn.com
01/08

Jakubowski, Robert R.
8707 White Fawn Trail
Rockford, MI 49341
fawnlofts@charter.net
01/08

Jefferson, Kenneth
500 Rocky Meadow Rd.
New Salisbury, IN 47161
joejerfferson@aol.com
01/09

Kocken, Ben
Noordparallelweg 32
NL-570
AX Helmond
Netherlands

Kohnemann, Julia
Albert Schweitzer Str 8
76316 Malsch
Germany

Kreher, Rudi
Pestalozzistr 4
64839 Munster
Germany

Kress, Gerald
W9971 Beechnut Dr.
Wautoma, WI 54982-7014
920-787-1498
pigeonpl@vbe.com
01/08

Landry, Scott
67 Weld St.
Wilton, ME 04294
207-645-4265
scottlandry1@verizon.net
01/09

Lawson, William
693 Montecito Blvd
Napa, CA 94558
707-226-2121
billrlawson@yahoo.com
Life Member

Licht, Bernd
54149 R.R. 205A
Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta
T8L-3MO Canada
780-998-4976
berndl@telus.net
01/09

Lindbom, Chris
2966 60th Ave.
Wilson, WI 54027
celindbom@wwt.net
01/08

Lutz, James and Raven
116 Oak Brook Court
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495
01/08

Mueller, Perry
9836 Coventry St.
St Louis, MO 63123
314-631-3772
perrynsusie@charter.net
01/08

Nattenmiller, Erwin
Schlössleweg 7
87789 Worringen
Germany

Navant, John
1020 Terry St.
Golden, CO 80401
navant@hotmail.com
303-384-9614
01/08

Neuhofer Jr. Peter
Kleinlehenstrasse 24
A-5102 Anthering
Austria 

Nelson, Jud
1505 Pebble Court
Grove, OK 74344-4305
918-786-3885
judnjudy@sbcglobal.net
01/10
  
Plloni, Paul
PO Box 267
Lake Peakskill, NY
10537
01/08

Pulley, Leon
16008 SE Southview Ave.
Milwaukie, OR 97267
leon.pulley@comcast.net
01/08

Rau, Karl
29 Windsor Rd.
South China, ME 04358
krau@pivot.net
207-445-3718
01/08

Roelofs, Wout
Baron d’Osystr. 22
NL-6602
BL Wijchen
Netherlands 

Romig, Gary
PO Box 152
Patagonia, AZ 85624
520-394-2174
gromig@theriver.com
01/08

Rucker, A.
135 Washington Ave.
Little Ferry, NJ 07643
01/08

Schipper, Hans
Nijverdalsestr 106A
NL-7642
LG Weirden
Netherlands
Hans-shipper@planet.nl

Sciame, Michael
959 N Niagara Ave.
Lindenhurst, NY 11757
pigeon726@hotmail.com
631-957-6372
01/08

Shafer, Sheldon
1790 W. Co. Rd D
Roseville, MN 55112
651-633-6276
01/08

Sheehy, Patrick
44 Suncook Valley Rd
Barnstead, NH 03218
SerenityFarmNH@aol.com
603-435-8164
01/09

Sizemore, Phillip
2033 Lake Paradise Road
Villa Rica, Georgia 30180
sizmo_99@yahoo.com
05/07

Starr, Merle
8900 Lemar Rd
Greencastle, PA 17225
717-597-7760
pigeon8900@comcast.net
01/09

Starr, Tim
8804 Ft. Loudon Rd
Mercerburg, PA 17236
717-328-9751
timstarr@comcast.net
01/08

Stephens, Leon
5238 La Madera Ave
El Monte, CA 91732-1263
taubenls@yahoo.com
01/08

Swanson, Mike
4800 Road 23
Ft Lupton, CO 80621
303-857-0985
01/09

Taupert, John
610 Spencer St. S.E.
Medicine Hat
Alberta T1A   1Y7
Canada
01/08

Tietze Bill
24901 Newport Ave
Prior Lake, MN 55372
612-461-2195
billtietze@integraonline.com
01/08

Van Der Post, Paul
Vorrwillense Weg 1407
2806 ZG Gouda
Netherlands

Van Der Post, C.N.M
Methen 6a
6904 GN Zevenarr
Netherlands

Waldick, Rod
Box 44
Teeterville 
Ontario NOE 1SO
Canada
waldo@kwic.com
01/08

Walsh, Frank
5386 Fir Ave,
Erie, CO 80516
303-828-2490
01/08

Wayne, Nathan
205 Rhode Island S
Minneapolis, MN 55426
763-545-7313
nwayne@dsb-cpa.com
01/08

Weisgram, Gloria
508 S 5th St
Moorhead, MN 56560
oldmkt@aol.com
01/08

Webb, Charlie
3200 Olympic Dr.
Bakersfield, CA 93308
661-391-9736
Webb0873@sbcglobal.net
01/08

Wolf, Reiner
Annaberger Str. 38
09488 Schonfeld
Germany
zfreinerwolf@aol.com

Wolfrahm, Dirk
Bashgasse 3
07907 Schleiz-Oschitz
Germany

Yeske, Elliot
21649 State Hwy 108
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
ejy@loretel.net
01/08

Zahn, Werner
Wihelm Strasse 18
63179 Obertshausen
Germany

USC Membership August 2007







THE 2007 ANNUAL EDITION of 
the United Swallow Club trivia QUIZ! 

NOTE..answers and scoring are explained later on the next page

1. Name the 3 U.S.C. members (past and present) who have been 
recognized , so far, by the N.P.A. (National Pigeon Association, U.S.A.)  
as “Master Breeders” for the swallow breed
 1.________________________
 2.________________________
 3.________________________
 
2. What year was the U.S.C. established?
 A- 1937?__________
 B- 1957?_________
 C- 1981?____________
 D-1969?___________

3. Translation 101....match the following (approximate) swallow termi-
nology (breed or variety)  to the various languages listed below:

 A) Thuringer Vleugelduif
 B) Flugeltaube mit kappe
 C) Hirondelle de Saxe
 D) “those buzzards”
 E) Wing pigeon

 1) English language
 2) French language
 3) Dutch language (Holland)
 4) German language
 5) Gloria Weisgram quote

4. How many “certified swallow judges” does the USC have today, 
based on our club judging program?
 A) eight
 B) three
 C) six
 D) four
 ANSWER________________________

5. In 1985, The “American Pigeon Journal” (remember it?)  Published a 
(March 1985) special theme issue featuring swallows!  Some of our cur-
rent USC members had major contributions to this issue such as David 
Harris. And can you remember or guess whose pigeon art was featured 
on the front cover of this magazine issue?
 A) Picasso
 B) Gary Romig
 C) Diane Jacky 
 D) M. Frank Cook
 ANSWER________________________

6. When was the first U.S.C. web site first available on the WWW 
(World Wide Web)?
 A) 1975
 B) 1989
 C) 1997
 D) 2001
 ANSWER______________________

7. Judging methods.....there are a few different ways to judge show 
birds. The USC generally uses the system called “IMS” which stands 
for:
 A) International Monetary System
 B) International Matching System
 C) Independent Manual System
 D) Individual Merit System
 ANSWER_______________________

8. M. Frank Cook was 
 A) a famous explorer
 B) a famous swallow breeder
 C) a famous swallow breeder plus a famous pigeon artist
 D) a sous chef
 ANSWER___________________________

9. Over the years there have been _______(number) articles in the 
USC Bulletin discussing the “grease quill” feature (or “velvet factor”) 
specific to swallow pigeon genetics? 
 A) none
 B) one article
 C) two articles
 D) three articles
 ANSWER_________________________________

10. BONUS...if you have contributed at least one article , photo or 
news item for the club Bulletin over the past two years, give yourself 1 
point and a pat on the back as an active member!

 
(Quiz by Ross Dobson)
For answers and your score ranking see the next page.  



ANSWERS to the 2007 USC Quiz:
1. ANSWER= with a wee bit of research on the NPA (U.S.A. ) web 
site, you may have discovered the following list of Master Breeders that 
have been recognized by this national (U.S.A.) Pigeon organization 
(N.P.A.) for their proven expertise and significant contributions with 
the swallow breed :
 1. David Harris in 1990
 2. Bill Griebel (Sr) in 1987
 3. L.E.Hummell in 1948 
Scoring=Give yourself 1 POINT for each person named correctly; 
maximum of 3 POINTS
bonus trivia..did you know?...that the NPA Lifetime Achievement 
Award (see below) was awarded to long time USC  supporter Da-
vid Harris in 2005! , PLUS David also received the NPA Hall of Fame 
Award in 2004. The only other swallow fancier who has received this 
award so far was Dr. L. E. Hummel in 1971.The Lifetime Achievement 
Award was created several years ago. It is intended to be used for mem-
bers who have never held an office in the NPA but have done many 
things to promote the pigeon hobby and has been active in pigeons for 
at least 15 years.”

2. ANSWER= The United Swallow Club began in 1969, and is still 
going strong thanks to many dedicated volunteer swallow fanciers. 
Interestingly there were at least two other swallow clubs which began 
earlier in the USA and Canada but no longer exist; the American Swal-
low Club (late 1940’s until about mid fifties), and the Eastern Swallow 
Club which originated earlier.  Scoring=1 POINT

3. ANSWERS=
A-3 Dutch language
B-4 the terminology for Saxon fairy swallows has varied over the years 
and locations around the globe, however the current “fairy swallow” or 
“crested Wing pigeon” is known in German as “Flugeltaube mit kappe”.
C-2 French it is!
D-5 a colloquial or slang expression overheard for swallows in the loft... 
sorry Gloria ..anything you send via e-mail becomes “in the public 
realm”! (no offence intended). 
E-1 although this may be considered a trick question with no clear an-
swer on right or wrong intended, the term “Wing pigeon” is commonly 
used in Europe for the spotted varieties of swallows such as Saxon Fairy 
swallows. Scoring=give yourself 1 POINT for each “correct” answer 
(maximum 5)

*4. ANSWER= A (8 certified USC swallow judges)
The club judging program was developed a number of years ago by 
Mike and Kathy Swanson, and nutured by club executive such as past 
President Bill Griebel (Sr) and others . If you can name the certified 
judges you are much better informed than this quiz author who could 
take a good guess but would rather leave that up to others to clarify.
Scoring=1 POINT

5. ANSWER= although Picasso did actually paint pigeons, such as his 
classic painting called “The Pigeons, Cannes, 1957”, the artist featured 
on the magazine cover that year was Gary Romig! Bonus...you can now 
browse through pigeon Gary’s art portfolio for purchase or gift ideas on 
the new USC website “LINKS” page (see ANSWER 6 below).
 ANSWER (B) Gary Romig.  Scoring=1 POINT

6. ANSWER= C) 1997
The first USC web site was launched in 1997 (thanks to web site spon-
sor Alex Lacy, and Mike Lerp, Gary Romig, Bill Griebel Sr. and a few 
others for this pioneer effort)...and now we have a “second generation” 
website recently developed and launched by current U.S.C. webmaster 
Gary Romig in Fall 2006...be sure to check it out at: 
http://personal.riverusers.com/~swallowclub/    Scoring=1 POINT

7. ANSWER= D) Individual Merit System 
To quote from an article by Bill Griebel Sr. and Mike Lerp, “... the 
method of judging that we in the United States call the Individual 
Merit System of Judging. This method is also referred to as the Grading 
System of Judging as well as the European Method of Judging. This 
terminology is interchangeable...” Scoring=1 POINT

8. ANSWER= C)
M. Frank Cook was both a respected swallow breeder, plus a famous 
artist of pigeons. He lived in the Rochester, New York area of USA 
which was a hotbed for swallows in the 1940’s . You can view a few 
of the wonderful (highly valued) paintings of M.Frank Cook in 
many of our past Bulletins, plus today on-line at the German Pigeon 
Museum..see   http://www.taubenmuseum.de/index.html
Some USC members are collectors of such Frank Cook memorabelia 
and art work featuring swallows, such as Dick Baker of the current 
Rochester area today. Scoring= 1 POINT

9 ANSWER= C) two....this relatively obscure feather feature (“schmal-
zkeil” in German) of some swallows has had two articles written about 
it in our USC Bulletin over the years, as far as I can determine from my 
archives: most recently by Gloria Weisgram see April 2001 issue “Track-
ing Velvet Factor”. A number of years before that (Summer issue,1995) 
Ross Dobson also had a similiar article...”Some Velvet Morning..in 
1995.” Scoring= 2 POINTS 

10 BONUS point?
Give yourself 1 more POINT if you have contributed at least one news 
or other item (ie photo, etc.)  for the USC Bulletin over the past two 
years, and go easy on that pat you deserve it as an active member!  

YOUR TOTAL SCORE ...add it up! _____________TOTAL
 
RANK=
If your score was between 1 and 5, you are a novice swallow trivia 
expert=BRONZE MEDAL
If your score was between 6 and 12 , you are quite knowledgable and 
experienced with the swallow world and the United Swallow Club 
activities= SILVER MEDAL 
If your score was between 13 and 17, you could contribute your own 
trivia to the next quiz, and could be considered a swallow trivia wizard 
=GOLD MEDAL!  
remember to watch for the next ANNUAL POP QUIZ during 2008 
bulletins!

*Ross, we updated your question here. The number of certified judges was just 
announced last bulletin with one missing because I judged the previous year.
GR



President:
Perry Mueller,         Merle Starr

Vice President:
Mike Swanson         Nate Wayne

Secretary:
Elliot Yeske

Canadian District Director: *
John Taupert           

Western District Director: *
Dave Holloway        Leon Stephens

Central District Director: *
Bob Benson             Nate Wayne Bob Jakubowski

Eastern District Director: *
Alan Smith              Merle Starr 

Club Officer Ballot
Please vote for one candidate in each catagory except choose just one 

District Director from your District. 

Send Your Choices to: Tim Starr, 8804 Ft. Loudon Rd., Mercerburg, PA 
17236, Phone: 717-328-9751,  Email: timstarr@comcast.net 

YOUR CHOICES MUST ARRIVE TO TIM BY SEPT. 10, 2007

Annual Meet Location & Judge
Please vote for one locations and for one judge available for that location 

Pageant of Pigeons 
(Nov. 14-15,16) 

 Des Moines 
(Dec. 7 & 8) 

Detroit Nat.  Bill Griebel
(Jan 24, 25 & 26, 08

Judges Available

 Hans Schipper
 
 
 Bill Griebel

 
 

Red Spangled Silesian Swallow Art By Gary Romig

Black White Barred Fairy Swallow Art By Gary Romig

Yellow White Barred Fairy Swallow Art By Gary Romig

Blue Black barred Silesian Swallow Art By Gary Romig

*Vote only for a District Director in your District



United Swallow Club
P.O. Box 152
Patagonia, AZ 85624

Swallow loft of Frank Bailey Czech Swallow Fancier. Both Photos by Frank Bailey


